
Award Amounts for TN State Aid for the 20-21 School Year 

2yr (Community College)   

AWARD TYPE HOPE GAMS ASPIRE 

AMOUNT  $ 1,500  
each semester 

$ 500 
each semester 

$ 250 
each semester 

REQUIREMENTS 21 ACT or 3.0 GPA 29 ACT and 
 3.75 GPA 

Parent Income  
Is less than 36,000 

 

4 yr. (State/Private University)  

AWARD TYPE HOPE GAMS ASPIRE 

AMOUNT  Freshmen/Sophomore 
$ 1,750 

each semester 
Juniors/Seniors 

$2,250  
each semester 

$ 500 
each semester 

$ 750 
each semester 

REQUIREMENTS 21 ACT or 3.0 GPA 29 ACT and 
 3.75 GPA 

Parent Income  
Is less than 

36,000 

 

Other State Aid Awards: 

AWARD TYPE HOPE ACCESS WILD NAFEH TSAA 

AMOUNT  $875 (2 yr.) 
Per semester 

$ 1, 250 (4 yr.) 
Per Semester 

$ 2,000 
each semester 

$ 1,000- $4,000 
4 yr. Private- $4,000 
4 yr. Public- $2,000 
2 yr. Public- $1,300 

REQUIREMENTS 18 ACT and 
 2.75 GPA and 
Parent Income  

Is less than 36,000 
 

Be earning a 
certificate or 

diploma at a TCAT 
(TN College of 
Applied Tech.) 

High School Senior 
with a 0-2500 EFC. 
Above amounts are 
full-time enrollment 
This $$ is first come, 

first serve 
 



Other State Aid Information 

AWARD TYPE Hope Foster Child  
Tuition Grant 

Ned McWherter  
Scholars Program 

AMOUNT  Amount varies and 
depends on how much 
need (as determined by 

FAFSA) is unmet 

Up to $6,000 a year  
Based on funding available 

Max. 4 yr. eligibility 
 

REQUIREMENTS Must qualify for HOPE 
or HOPE ACCESS 

Must have been in the 
custody of the Dept. of 
Children Services for at 
least 1 year after 14th 

birthday 

29 ACT score  
and 3.5 GPA 

 
Separate application: 

www.TN.gov/collegepays/student_portal.html 

*Application, transcript received 
by TSAC no later than Feb. 15 

 

AWARD TYPE Dependent Children 
Scholarship Program 

TN PROMISE 

AMOUNT  $ varies 
Depends on need and 
the direct cost of the 

college 

Last $$ Scholarship after TSAA 
and PELL have been applied.  
@ community colleges in TN 

and select 4 yr. colleges  

REQUIREMENTS Dependent children of law 
enforcement officers, 

firemen or EMT’s who were 
killed or permanently 

disabled in the line of duty 
while employed in TN 

Attend mandatory meetings (3), 
perform community service, 

and complete FAFSA etc.  
 

 

** To apply for federal and state aid you must fill out the FAFSA- do so ASAP 

starting October 1st- State Aid $$ has been running out quicker each yr. b/c more 

people are going to college. Once they have awarded the set amount of $$ it is 

gone- even if you qualify for it – especially for the TSAA grant. 

 

http://www.tn.gov/collegepays/student_portal.html


Award Amounts for Federal Aid 19-20 School Year 

GRANTS: (Does not have to be repaid)  

AWARD TYPE PELL FSEOG 
Federal Supplemental Educational 

Opportunity Grant 

AMOUNT  Up to $6,195 
 

Up to $4,000 
 

REQUIREMENTS Undergraduate students 
who have financial need 

Low income 
Funds depend on the 

availability @ the school. 

AWARD TYPE Iraq and Afghanistan 
Service Grant 

TEACH Grant 
Teacher Education Assistance for 

College and Higher Education 

AMOUNT  $ Can be equal to the 
maximum PELL grant, but 
can’t exceed the cost of 

attending school 
 

Up to $ 4,000 

REQUIREMENTS For students who are not 
PELL-eligible; whose 

parent or guardian died as 
a result of military service 

in Iraq or Afghanistan 
after the events of 9-11 

Undergraduates, post-bac 
and grad students who 

are completing 
coursework to be a 

teacher- must sign an 
agreement to perform 4 
yrs. of teaching service 

 

WORK-STUDY: ($$ earned – does not have to be repaid)  

AWARD TYPE Federal Work-Study 

AMOUNT  No annual minimum or maximum amounts-  
up to the school you are attending 

REQUIREMENTS Undergraduate and graduate students = part time work 
 to earn $$ while attending school 

 



Federal Aid Continued 

LOANS: (Must be repaid with interest) 

AWARD TYPE Direct Subsidized Loan Direct Unsubsidized Loan 

AMOUNT  Up to $5,500 
 

Up to $20,500 (less any 
subsidized loan amounts 

received)- amount is dependent 
on grade level 

REQUIREMENTS Undergraduate students with 
financial need. U.S. Dept. of 
Education pays the interest 

while the student is in school, 
and until 6 months after 

graduation. Interest rate is 
fixed (rates 19-20 were 4.3%). 

Undergraduate or graduate 
students (no financial need 

required) - must be enrolled at 
least half-time. Interest rate is 
fixed (rates 19-20 were 4.53% 
for undergraduates and 6.08% 
for graduate students). Note: 
You are responsible for the 

interest at all times. 

AWARD TYPE Direct PLUS Loan  

AMOUNT  Maximum amount is the cost 
of attendance minus any other 

financial aid received 
 

 
 
 

REQUIREMENTS Parents of dependent 
undergraduate or for graduate 

or professional students; 
borrower is responsible for all 

interest, student must be 
enrolled at least half-time. 

Financial need is not required; 
borrower must not have an 

adverse credit history. Interest 
rate is fixed (rates 19-20 were 

7.08%) 

 
 

Information about loan 
repayment plans: 

 
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/repay-

loans/understand/plans 
 

 

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/repay-loans/understand/plans
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/repay-loans/understand/plans
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/repay-loans/understand/plans

