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Reminder

Final Personal Statements are due Monday to your Ed. 
Specialist. 

Make sure to turn yours in so that you don’t miss out on 
your $40 bonus. 
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What is Selective 
Service?



A Little History
The act required all men between the 
ages of 21 and 30 to register for military 
service. Within a few months, some 10 
million men across the country had 
registered in response to the military 
draft. 
President Franklin Roosevelt signed the 
Selective Training and Service Act of 
1940 which created the country’s first 
peacetime draft and formally established 
the Selective Service System as an 
independent federal agency within the 
Department of Defense. 
From 1948 to 1973, during both 
peacetime and periods of conflict, men 
were drafted to fill vacancies in the 
armed forces which could not be filled 
through volunteer means. 

Six weeks after the United States 
formally entered the First World War, 
the U.S. Congress passed the Selective 
Service Act on May 18, 1917, giving the 
president the power to draft soldiers. 

President Woodrow Wilson had 
promised the U.S. would help its allies 
but what they desperately needed was 
fresh troops to relieve the exhausted 
men on the battlefield. Despite Wilson’s 
efforts, the United States only had a 
small army of volunteers. To remedy the 
situation, Congress passed the Selective 
Service Act. 



A Little History
The Change of the Draft
In 1973 the draft ended and the U.S. 
converted to an All-Volunteer military. 
Registration does continue today 
however as a hedge against 
underestimating the number of 
servicemen needed in a future crisis. We 
currently have about 1.2 million 
active-duty troops. 
In order for there to be a draft today, 
Congress would have to pass a law 
reinstating the draft, and the president 
would have to sign it. These are actions 
that would likely require broad political 
support...so it’s unlikely to happen. 

When the U.S. went to war with 
Vietnam, a lottery drawing was held. 
This event determined the order of call 
for those men who were born between 
January 1, 1944 and December 31, 
1950. 

With radio, film and TV coverage, the 
dates were drawn from a jar. The first 
date drawn contained the date 
September 14th, so all men born on 
September 14th in any year between 
1944 and 1950 were assigned lottery 
number 1. The drawing continued until 
all the days of the year had been 
matched to lottery numbers. 



What you need 

to know about 

registering with 

Selective 

Service



FAQ’s

● What is Selective Service?
○ The Selective Service is a government agency whose job is to provide untrained manpower for 

the Armed Forces if there’s a national emergency. 
● What is Selective Service registration?

○ By registering, you add your name to a list of all the men in the nation, ages 18 through 25. The 
list would be used to identify men for possible military service in case of a national emergency. 

● What happens if there is a draft?
○ There hasn’t been a draft since 1973. If there were an emergency sufficient for Congress to order 

another draft, Selective Service would conduct a birthdate lottery to decide the order in which to 
call men. Those who turn 20 during that calendar year would be called first in a sequence 
determined by the lottery. If more men were needed, those 21 to 25 would be called, youngest 
first. 

● Who is required to register?
○ The law says that all 18 year old men (including U.S. citizens living abroad and non-citizen 

immigrant males 18-25 residing in the U.S.) MUST register. The only young men exempt from 
registration are non-citizen males who are in the U.S. temporarily as tourists, diplomats and their 
family members or foreign exchange students; incarcerated or institutionalized men; men on 
active duty in the Armed Forces; and students at U.S. military academies. 



FAQ’s

● Why don’t women have to register?
○ Our nation only registers men. This has always been the case. Selective Service law as it is 

presently written refers specifically to “male persons” in stating who must register and who 
could be subject to a draft. Therefore, Selective Service procedures do not apply to women. In 
order for women to be required to register with Selective Service, Congress would have to 
change the wording of the law. 

● What if I don’t register?
○ You are breaking the law. If prosecuted, you could be sent to prison for up to 5 years and may be 

fined up to $250,000. In addition, if you fail to register, you cannot qualify for federal student 
grants or loans for college, job training benefits and many state and federal jobs. 

● Is registration hard?
○ No. In fact it’s never been easier. A young man can registered with Selective Service in less than 

2 minutes at www.sss.gov. You can also register by going to your local post office and 
completing a registration form. It’s as simple as filling in your name, address, telephone number, 
date of birth and Social Security number. 

http://www.sss.gov


FAQ’s

● When should I register?
○ Within 20 days of your 18th birthday. If you cannot register on time because you are hospitalized 

or in prison, you have 30 days in which to register after you are released. If 30 days have already 
passed since your 18th birthday, register immediately, either online or at your post office. 
Although Selective Service will not accept a late registration, the longer you wait, the longer you 
are breaking the law and jeopardizing your future benefits. 

● How do I prove I registered?
○ When registering via the Internet, you will receive your Selective Service number immediately. 

That number is your proof of registration- for safe keeping, jot it down. You will receive a 
Selective Service card by mail within 2 weeks confirming that number. If you registered by mail, 
you will receive a card confirming your registration within 60-90 days. If you don’t get your card 
within 90 days, write to:  

Selective Service System
Registration Information Office

P.O. Box 94638
Paletine, IL 60094-4638

Or call 1-847-688-6888



When you fill out the FAFSA next 
year, it will ask if you have 

registered. If you choose no, it will 
ask if you would like them to 

register for you. You will need to 
hit YES (if you have not signed up 

yet or if you are below 18). 

If you do not register then you 
will not be able to receive any 

financial aid for college. 

Why is this 

important?

Just because you 

click register does 

not mean you will 

be drafted. It will 

literally take an 

act of Congress to 

reinstate the draft.
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State vs Federal Aid
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Financial aid is money to help 

you pay for college. It may be 

in the form of grants, 

scholarships, loans, 

work-study programs, or a 

combination. The aid comes 

from federal and state 

governments, colleges and 

universities, banks, and private 

organizations. 

What is 

financial 

aid?



Primary Sources

Grants

Grants are free money- they don’t 
have to be repaid. Generally, grants 
are based on financial need, which 
means that they are awarded based 
on your family’s size and financial 
circumstances. One example of a 
grant is the Pell Grant from the 
federal government. For 2020-21, the 
maximum grant, which is available to 
the students with the most financial 
need, was $6,345. To earn a Pell 
Grant, you must be a U.S. citizen or 
eligible non-citizen and must 
complete the FAFSA. 

Loans

Loans are money that you borrow from a bank, 
government, or private lending company. A 
loan must be repaid with interest. Loans 
offered by the government often have lower 
interest rates and can be repaid over an 
extended period of time. 

Scholarships

Scholarships are also free money and don’t 
need to be repaid. Scholarships can come 
from a variety of places, from state and 
federal governments to colleges and private 
companies. Scholarships may be awarded 
based on your financial need, academic 
achievement, community service, athletic 
talent, and many other factors. 



Work-Study allows you to receive funds through 
part-time employment while you are enrolled in 

college and can help you pay part of your 
college costs. Unlike other campus jobs, 

students apply for Work-Study by submitting 
the FAFSA. 

Work Study



Sources of Financial 

Aid

Your College

Colleges and universities offer financial aid 
programs for their students. Visit the financial 
aid webpages of every college you are 
considering and apply for all the scholarships 
you think you may be eligible for. 

The Community

Nonprofit organizations, foundations, and 
businesses often provide scholarships as 
a community service. 

The Government

The government offers over $150 billion 
in aid each year. Likewise, Tennessee 
offers millions of dollars to students. 

Very few students get all of their 

financial aid for college from 

one source. 

When you are searching for 

financial aid, consider a wide 

variety of options and apply to 

as many programs as possible.

 Here are some common types 

of organizations that offer 

financial aid:



Tennessee Financial Aid

Tennessee HOPE Scholarship
The HOPE Scholarship is worth up to $1,750 per semester for four-year institutions and up to $1,500 per 
semester for two-year institutions. 
Requirements:
● Minimum 21 ACT composite score OR
● GPA of 3.0

Aspire Award
The Aspire Award provides up to $750 per semester at four-year institutions and up to $250 per semester at 
two-year institutions as supplement to the HOPE Scholarship. 
Requirements:
● Meet Tennessee HOPE Scholarship requirements AND
● Parents’ or independent students adjusted gross income must be $36,000 or less
● Students may receive ASPIRE or GAMS but not both.

General Assembly Merit Scholarship (GAMS)
The award amount is up to $500 per semester as a supplement to the Tennessee HOPE Scholarship.
Requirements:
● At least a final GPA of 3.75 AND 29 ACT composite



Tennessee Financial Aid

Wilder-Naifeh Technical Skills Grant
The award amount is up to $2,000 per academic year. 
Requirements:
● Available to anyone who enrolls in a certificate or diploma program at  Tennessee College of Applied 

Technology (TCAT) and meets residency requirements.  

Tennessee Student Assistance Award (TSAA)
The amount of the award is based on the institution indicated on the student’s FAFSA. Award amounts for an 
academic year are: four-year/two-year private- $4,000, four-year public/career schools- $2,000, two-year 
public- $1,300, and Tennessee Colleges of Applied Technology- $1,000. 
Requirements:
● Expected Family Contribution (EFC) of 2,100 or less on FAFSA
● Priority for this award is given to U.S. citizens. 



Tennessee Promise

The Tennessee Promise is a scholarship and mentoring program that allows students 
in Tennessee to attend a community or technical college tuition-free. It provides 
students a last-dollar scholarship, meaning the scholarship will cover the cost of 
tuition and mandatory fees not covered by the Pell grant, the HOPE Scholarship, or 
the Tennessee Student Assistance Award. Students may use the scholarship at any of 
the state’s 13 community colleges, 27 colleges of applied technology, or other eligible 
institutions offering an associate degree program. 

Requirements:
● Apply for the scholarship
● Complete the FAFSA
● Attend a mandatory mentor meeting
● Apply to a community or technical college
● Complete and report 8 hours of community service (for each semester)



Federal Student Aid

Federal student aid comes from the federal government- 
specifically, the U.S. Department of Education. It’s money that 
helps a student pay for higher education expenses. Federal 
student aid covers such expenses such as tuition and fees, room 
and board, books and supplies, and transportation. There are 
three main types of federal student aid: grants, work-study, and 
loans. 

Every student who meets certain eligibility requirements can get 
some type of federal aid, regardless of age or family income. 
Some of the most basic eligibility requirements are that you 
must:
● Demonstrate financial need, for most programs. 
● Be a U.S. citizen or eligible non-citizen. 
● Have a valid Social Security number. 
● Register with Selective Service if you are a male between 

ages of 18-25. 
● Be enrolled or accepted for enrollment in an eligible 

degree or certificate program.
● Maintain satisfactory academic progress in college, career 

or technical school, or graduate school. 

W
hat is 

federal 
student 

aid?

Who gets 

federal 

student 

aid?



Federal Aid

Federal Pell Grant 
This grant does not need to be repaid. For undergraduates with financial need who have not earned a 
bachelor’s or professional degree. 
Award Amount:
● Amounts can change annually. For 2020-2021, the maximum award amount was $6,345.

Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant (FSEOG)
This grant does not need to be repaid. For undergraduates with exceptional financial need; federal Pell Grant 
recipients take priority; funds depend on availability at a school.  
Award Amount:
● Up to $4,000

Federal Work Study
Money earned through a job and doesn’t have to be repaid. For undergraduate students, part-time jobs can be 
on campus or off-campus. Money is earned while attending school. Your total work-study award depends on 
when you apply, your level of financial need, and your school’s funding level. 
Award Amount:
● No annual minimum or maximum amounts. 



Federal Loans (must be repaid with interest)

Subsidized Loans
The U.S. Department of Education generally pays interest while the student is in school; the student must be 
enrolled at least half-time.
Award Amount:
● Up to  $5,500 depending on grade level and dependency status.

Unsubsidized Loans
The borrower is responsible for interest during all periods, including while the student is enrolled. A student 
must be enrolled at least part-time. 
Award Amount:
● Up to $20,500 (less any subsidized amounts received for the same period) depending on grade level 

and dependency status. 

Direct PLUS Loan
For parents of dependent undergraduate student; the borrower is responsible for interest during all periods, 
including while student is enrolled; a student must be enrolled at least half-time; financial need is not 
required; the borrower must not have bad credit history. 
Award Amount:
● Maximum amount is the cost of attendance minus any other financial aid received. 



To qualify for these 

scholarships, you must 

complete the FAFSA! 



Free Application 
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What is the FAFSA?



What is FAFSA?

Completing the FAFSA is the first step in 
applying for federal, state and 
institutional financial aid. 

The FAFSA is used by aid providers to 
determine the amount of your Expected 
Family Contribution (EFC), which is the 
amount that they expect your family 
could contribute toward your college 
education. EFC varies from student to 
student since it is based on the specific 
financial situation of the student and 
their family. 

The FASA is often 100+ questions long 
and can cover various areas such as your 
family situation, your educational 
background, your educational plans and 
prospective colleges, and your parent’s 
income. 

Once the FAFSA application is 
completed and filed, it will be processed 
and passed on to your colleges. 



Who needs to file a FAFSA?

Any student who is wanting to attend college must complete 
and file a FAFSA. You won’t be able to get any financial aid 
without doing so. This is used to determine how much and 
what type of aid you are eligible for, including scholarships, 

grants, low-interest loans and work study programs.



When should you file?

In general, the amount of available aid is limited, so the best 
time to apply is as soon as possible your senior year. 

Currently, the soonest the FAFSA application can be filed is 
on October 1st. You will fill out the application for the 

following academic year. 
For instance, you all will graduate May 2022. So you will be 

filling out the FAFSA for the year 2022/2023.



Do I need to file a FAFSA every 

year?

YES! Every year that you are attending college and you wish 
to be considered for financial aid, you must file a FAFSA. 

Each academic year has its own application, so make sure 
that you remember to file. 



FAFSA Steps

1. Get Your FSA ID (you & your parent)

Creating an FSA ID takes about 15 minutes and should 
be done in advance of completing the FAFSA form 
online. This ID will also follow you through all of your 
college career, so make certain that you are correctly 
entering the information and using an email and phone 
number that will not change after you graduate high 
school, or move to another place. 

2. Complete the FAFSA (with your parent)

When you are your parent/guardian are ready to 
complete the FAFSA, you will need your 
parent/guardian and yourself to have an FSA ID. The 
FAFSA requires financial information from your 
parents/guardians so that the government knows 
whether or not you are eligible for financial aid. 
Colleges and universities also look at these numbers to 
offer you additional financial support and resources to 
help you succeed after you have been admitted. 

3. Review your Student Aid 

Report (SAR)

After your FAFSA has been received by the 
government and your future college, it is important to 
review all components of the Student Aid Report. 
Your Estimated Family Contribution (EFC) is the 
dollar that the government believes you and your 
family can annually pay for your college expenses. 
The lower the EFC, the more likely you will earn the 
Pell Grant. 

Remember that filling out the FAFSA is a 
requirement for all state scholarships 
including TN Promise! 



Pre-FAFSA 

Information

Before you sit down to file the 

FAFSA, it is important that you take 

the time to gather all the information 

you will need. 



FAFSA Checklist:

Information
● Your email address (not your high school email) and cell phone number
● Parent email address and cell phone number
● If you are a TN resident, the month and year you began living in TN
● If your parent(s) are TN residents, the month and year your parent(s) began living in TN
● Your Social Security number
● Your parent(s) Social Security numbers
● If you are not a U.S. citizen, your permanent resident/green card
● Your parent(s) date of birth
● Your driver’s license or state ID, if you have one
● The month and year your parent(s) were married, divorced or separated
● The highest level of school your parent(s) completed

Documents
● W-2 forms for you and your parent(s)
● Federal income tax forms for you and your parent(s)
● Most current statements from all accounts (checking, saving, investments, etc.)
● Child support paid or received
● Value of investments, farms or business
● Other prior year benefits (workers comp, military, clergy, veterarn amounts)



Filing the FAFSA

When filing the FAFSA, questions 

often arise about dependency status, 

parental information, and citizenship 

status. 



What is my dependency status?

The following statements will determine your 
dependency status for FAFSA:
❏ I will be 24 or older by Dec. 31 of the school year 

for which I am applying for aid
❏ I am serving on active duty in the U.S. Armed 

Forces
❏ Since I turned age 13, both of my parents were 

deceased
❏ I was a dependent or ward of the court since 

turning age 13
❏ I am married
❏ I am a vetern of the U.S. Armed Forces
❏ I was in foster care since turning age 13
❏ I am homeless or at risk of being homeless
❏ In the upcoming school year, I will be working on 

a master’s or doctoral degree
❏ I now have children for whom I provide more 

than half of their support
❏ I have dependents (other than children or 

spouse) who live with me and I provide more 
than half of their support

❏ I am currently or I was in a legal guardianship
❏ I am currently or I was an emancipated minor

If you mark any of the statements, you 
are an independent and will not need to 
provide parental information on the 
FAFSA. 

If none of the statements are true, you 
are a dependent student and must 
provide parental information on the 
FAFSA. Dependent students are 
required to include parent information on 
the FAFSA. 



Who is my parent when I fill out the FAFSA?



After the FAFSA

What next?



After the FAFSA

1. Review your FAFSA confirmation page. After you complete the FAFSA and hit submit, you’ll see a confirmation 
page. This is not your financial aid offer. You’ll get that separately from the school(s) you apply to and get into. Your school(s) 
calculate your aid. The confirmation page provides federal aid estimates based on the information you provided on your 
FAFSA. It’s important to know that these figures are truly estimates and assume the information you provided on the FAFSA 
form is correct. To calculate the actual amount of aid you’re eligible for, your school will take into account other factors, such 
a s the cost to attend the school. Additionally, these estimates only take into account federal aid and not outside 
scholarships or state and institutional assistance you may also be eligible for. 

2. Review your Expected Family Contribution (EFC). The information you report on the FAFSA form is used to 
calculate your EFC. It’s very important to note that the EFC is not the amount of money your family will have to pay for 
college. Instead, the EFC is an index number used by financial aid offices to calculate your financial need. Each school will do 
its best to meet your financial need. Some schools may meet 100% of your financial need, and other schools may only meet 
10%- it just depends on the school and the financial aid they have available that year. 

3. Be on the lookout for your aid offers. The FAFSA form is made available October 1st. Even if you submit it early, 
that doesn’t mean you will get an aid offer right away. Each school has a different schedule for awarding and paying out 
financial aid. Remember that your school disburses your aid, not the “FAFSA people”. Contact your school’s financial aid 
office for details about when they send out offers. If you need to report significant change in your family or financial situation, 
you will need to reach out to your school’s financial aid office. 



FAFSA Verification

Yes

Does the EFC number have an 
asterisk (*) next to it?

Yes

You have not been selected 
for verification. 

Continue to make sure that 
you check your student 
account, your email and 
mail for any important 

enrollment information. 

No

An asterisk next to the EFC 
number means that you 
have been selected for 

verification. This doesn’t 
necessarily mean you 

made a mistake. It is just 
another step in the process 

of receiving your full 
amount of aid. 

No

Information is missing on your FAFSA and it is 
incomplete. Review on the SAR to determine what 
information needs to be corrected. You will need to sign 
into the FAFSA and select “Make FAFSA Corrections” to 
complete your FAFSA. After making corrections, you 
will need to submit the FAFSA. If you provided an email 
address, another SAR will be available within 3 to 5 
days online. 

START

Once you log in to your 
FAFSA account, view your 

Student Aid Report. Is there a 
number next to the EFC?

If you are pulled for 

verification you will need a 

copy of your parents federal 

income tax transcript and 

may need to send 

additional information to 

your college. 



FSA ID
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Specialists

04



But First...

The first step to completing your FAFSA is to create an FSA ID (a username and password). 
Your FSA ID give you access to Federal Student Aid’s online system and serves as your legal 
signature. Only create an FSA ID using your own personal information.

Student Information

● Email address
● Username
● Password
● Date of birth
● Picking and answering 4 challenge questions

Parent Information

● Same as above with student
● Only one parent/guardian will need an FSA ID



Why get one 

now?

It is better to get this step of 
the FAFSA finished early. Then 
when you fill out the FAFSA 
next year, you can immediately 
sign it and submit online. If you 
have your ID ready to go, then 
the FAFSA can be linked to 
your parent’s IRS account and 
your FAFSA processed quicker. 

You will be getting with your Ed. 
Specialist to complete this. This is a 
mandatory item that is listed on your 
College Planner for this year. 

So help us make the transition go 
smoother by taking some time to sit 
down with us one-on-one. If you already 
have a email then this should only take 
about 15 minutes to complete. 

Once you and your Ed. Specialist make 
your FSA ID, you may help your 
parent/guardian make one. Or if they 
prefer to wait until we complete the 
FAFSA next year that is okay as well. 
What matter is that we go ahead and 
make YOUR ID.


